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Corporations 9.5 Million - Lubicons 0 


Just days before the 1988 
Winter Games began, Ottawa 
offered the Lubicon Lake Cree 
$500,000 in compensation for lost 
treaty benefits. The catch being that 
Ottawa insists that the Alberta 
government may claim half the oil 
and gas revenues on the land first 
promised to the band in 1940. 
Lubicon Chief Bernard Ominayak 
rejected the offer the day before the 
Games opened, calling it worse than 
the 1986 Federal proposal, which 
would have given the band a 103 
square km reserve, but with full 
mineral rights. The offer was made in 
a February 10 letter from federal 
negotiator Brian Malone, and also 
offered the band $300,000 to plan a 
reserve, and $350,000 toward a 
health centre. Well it’s very cute of 
the government to be "offering to 
settle" now that the public eye is 
upon them, but who can believe that 
their honest intention is to be fair, in 
a settlement offer of $500,000, when 
the Provincial government and oil 
companies take $1.3 million per 
day in oil profits from the Lubicon 
land. (And people wonder why the 
government is reluctant to return the 
land they stole?) 

To add insult to injury, and 
to further discredit the government's 


"attempts" to settle with the 
Lubicons, Indian Affairs Minister 
William McKnight announced a $9.5 
million federal grant to Daishowa 
Paper Manufacturing Co., which is to 
start construction this spring on a 
hardwood pulp mill near the town of 
Peace River - the timber itself is to 
be ripped from the Lubicon's 
traditional lands, further devastating 
the area, and forming a further 
attack on the Lubicon people. The 
federal grant was made in 
conjunction with a $65 million 
provincial grant, and is coming from 
what is called the "Western 
Diversification Programme". All 
together, the project is worth 
$500,000,000. The recipient of this 
financial assistance, along with the 
massive forest management 
agreement which will complete 
destruction to the Lubicon territory, 
is a gigantic Japanese multinational. 
A whole entire culture of people, 
however, are worth only $500,000 
according to government standards. 
Not only has William McKnight been 
charged with conflict of interest in 
his involvement in the Western 
Diversification scheme, but the 
decision to help finance the mill has 
been termed crassest, the 

lowest from of politics by Alberta 



bill "Butt-face* Mcknight 

Premier Don Getty, and Mr. 
McKnight" in light of their 

justification as a choice between 
jobs and Native people. And the 
choice the government will make is 
not only obvious, but characteristic. 

Chief Bernard Ominayak 
; has said the band will fight attempts 
to fell trees on their traditional lands, 
and defend their territory. He was 
unspecific as to what measures this 
might necessitate, but we say, best 
i of luck to them. 















Divide and Rule is a Political Tool 


an activist looks at the animal liberation 
and Native peoples' struggles 

In the debate over animal rights versus Native 
rights, people on both sides continue to become 
polarized as tensions mount. Animal rights activists are 
increasing the pressure on the public and government 
officials to support a ban on all hunting and trapping, 
while Native leaders increase their counter-campaign by 
producing movies and videos on indigenous ways of life, 
and forging stronger ties with the fur industry. I would 
like to add my voice and opinions to this controversy, by 
suggesting alternatives to what I feel are the dogmatic 
and rigid views expressed by both sides. As both an 
animal liberation activist and a supporter of Native 
peoples’ rights, I believe that there is much common 
ground between the two groups that needs to be further 
explored. Very briefly, here are the basic statements 
being made: 

The animal advocates want a total ban on all 
hunting and trapping, as this practice is not only cruel 
and unnecessary, but it supports a multi-million dollar 
industry that profits from the killing of animals for the 
vanity of rich people in New York or Paris, among other 
places. They also state that the fur industry and Native 
hunting and trapping do not represent indigenous ways 
of life because the methods and tools used in the hunt 
are modern devices such as snowmobiles, high powered 
rifles, and steel leg-hold traps made in New York. 

The Native peoples' position is that they have 
always traded in furs, long before white man and the 
Hudson's Bay Company invaded Turtle Island. They say 
that if the campaign to ban hunting and trapping is 
successful, it will not only force Native people into a life 
of welfare, resulting in social breakdown of their com¬ 
munities, but it will open up their land to the government 
and development corporations who will come in and 
proceed to exploit the earth for minerals and oil, not to 
mention the military's use for low-level flight testing of 
fighter jets. As well, if Native people cant use the land 
for hunting and trapping, they say that this will make it 
harder for land claims in the courts. 

Given this, albeit a very simple breakdown of 
the issues, there are many ways in which both groups 
can reach common ground and perhaps work together. 

First of all, I see the alliances made between 


Native people and the fur industry as being totally 
unnatural, and that, despite what some Native people 
claim, the fur industry - the white greedy profiteers - are 
once again exploiting the Indians for their own interests. 
I also believe that, whether or not Native people will 
admit it, this alliance is for purely political reasons that 
have nothing to do with indigenous ways of life. But, of 
course, if you're fighting for the survival of your people, 
you may use different tactics, including siding with your 
exploiters if the short term gain is worth it. I believe that 
if there are any natural alliances to be made, it is 
between the Native people and animal liberation acti¬ 
vists. Please note that I specifically mean animal 
'liberation' as opposed to animal 'rights’. By far the ma¬ 
jority of the animal rights movement is composed of 
people who are white, middle or upper class, and who 
have little or no analysis of any other political struggles 
other than that of saving animals. Quite often animal 
rights people come across as uncaring towards oppres¬ 
sed people, if not outright racist. This, I believe, is a 
major obstacle in the struggle to bring the two 
movements together. 

As an animal liberation activist and an anar¬ 
chist, I see no hypocrisy between my anti-fur position 
and my pro-Native struggles position. I believe that the 
earth is a living entity, and that all life on her is con¬ 
nected - whether in a life and death cycle or part of an 
extremely complicated ecosystem. 

My main focus in my anti-fur politics is those 
who are the exploiters, the multi-national fur industry, to 
the fur retailers, to the person on the street wearing a fur 
out of vanity or ignorance. I choose to attack these pe¬ 
ople in my campaign and not Native people, because I 
believe that Native people's struggle for their land and 
their lives is much more important than whether they 
hunt and trap. 

In the fur industry in Canada, Native hunting 
and trapping make up only 8% of the total industry, while 
the majority of the rest comes from factory farming. And 
hardly any of the Native people involved in the trade are 
part of the wholesale and retail end, where most of the 
money is made. K simply makes absolutely no sense 
whatsoever to focus on Native trapping and hunting in 
the anti-fur campaign. 

So where does this leave the animal rights 
people as they work toward a total ban on hunting and - 











trapping, and are trying to destroy the fur trade? Well, 
regardless of how successful they are in destroying the 
fur trade, there will still be a market, however small it 
may be. If we can get rid of the multi-national corpo¬ 
rations and the white man's interference, and leave an 
exemption clause in the campaign against fur for Native 
hunting and trapping, then I'm sure the 8% market share 
Native people have now will not decrease at all. 

Native leaders who are siding with the fur 
industry are making a big mistake. The fur industry has 
no interest in indigenous cultures and will sell them short 
when the time is right. Animal rights activists who refuse 
to develop a wider analysis of different peoples' strug¬ 
gles will always show themselves to be an arrogant 
group. Clearly the fur industry is the target, and not an 
8% market share group. 

Native people, animal liberationists and anar¬ 
chists have much in common. We have a common 
enemy, if we choose to recognize it; that being the profit¬ 
making, greedy capitalists, who will exploit everything 
and everyone if there's money to be made. We also 
have a common desire to save our planet. This entails 
many ideas, from stopping the military and government 
interference on the land to combatting destructive 
practices of the white race. 

Many Native people are very opposed to 
vivisection, factory farming, fur farming, and other 
animal abuses, because the exploitation and torture of 
animals is not in balance with our life cycles. And most 
animal liberation activists are very supportive of Native 
struggles. In Toronto, animal liberation activists can 
always be seen at Lubicon support demonstrations, or 
rallies for Leonard Peltier for example. By the same 
token, more Native activists are purposely seeking out 
animal liberation activists and anarchists to form alli¬ 
ances with - because the strong possibility for unity is 
there. 

These groups must find ways to work together, 
because we do have a common goal - the desire to bring 
a balance back into our lives on this planet, and to 
evolve toward a harmonious relationship with our Mother 
Earth. 


If there is anyone out there with similar ideas, 
or who would like to further explore ways to develop 
alliances between Native activists and animal 
liberationists, please contact us here at the Ecomedia 
address elsewhere in this bulletin. 


this bull etin, u l 


BRIEFS from BRITAIN 


Autonomous Strikes at Ford - Unofficial strikes 
have hit nearly all Ford's plants in Britain over the past 
few months in an effort to improve pay and conditions. 
Since October 30 of last year, Ford's "workers' section", 
and mass meetings at every site have rejected Ford's 
pay offer of 5.5% with strings. Yet still, top union 
officials repeatedly go back and forth to Ford bosses 
grovelling for a better deal. For most of the workers 
though, it appears, the time for talking is over. Mass 
industrial action seems to be the only language that 
Ford will listen to. The union is asking for a 10% 
increase, shorter working week, doubled productivity 
allowance, extra holidays, paternity leave, and 
improved pensions. The past year was Ford's most 
successful year worldwide...profits in Britain alone were 
up 50%. It looks possible that workers will go for an all 
out strike to win their demands. 

Homophobia Makes Laws - Due to AIDS hysteria, 
and capitalizing on it, British Parliament is seeking to 
introduce what they call Clause 27 - which proposes 
to ban councils from"funding or promoting" 
homosexuality. The devastating consequences for the 
British gay population are endless, but the overall effect 
will be to push the gay movement underground. Not 
surprisingly though, the movement is fighting back. A 
campaign to stop the clause has been started, and on 
January 9 a large demonstration of about 12000 people 
was held in London. The police at this event were, 
obviously, outnumbered, and somewhat nervous. But 
that didn't stop them from arresting 2 lesbian wimmin for 
kissing. The crowd instantly reacted with fury, swarming 
around the police vans to prevent them from leaving the 
scene. The police pushed people back and made more 
arrests. The crowd responded with a chant of 
"SCUM,SCUM,SCUM!" and placards, bottles and beer 
cans started to hurl through the air at cops. The riot 
police showed up with truncheons and the confrontation 
was broken up. The overall effect of this march was that 
it showed police and state that gay people won't sit 
passively by while their freedom is stolen from them, 
and it showed the liberal or outright capitalist elements 
in the gay community that the struggle is against the 
state, not to fortify it. Politicians and bureaucrats 
unwelcome: gay or straight. (Direct Action Movement) 






MEDIA 

Don’t Worry, It’ll Be O.K.- In the last column we 
criticized a program in TVO's Vista series, ' The 
Greenhouse Effect " which talked optimistically of 
the joys of having warmer weather in 50 years, while 
minimizing the damage air pollution is likely to do to the 
environment and to us. Since then, an article of similar 
ilk has appeared in the Toronto Star ("We'll be as warm 
as toast 50 years down the road," 13-2-88 p.A7) As 
implied by the title, the article talks glowingly about the 
joys of mild winters and says nothing about the probable 
effects of drought, holes in the ozone layer or energy 
shortages; it even denies that drought will occur (try 
telling that to the Ethiopians.) Unlike the TV programme, 
it doesn’t even mention coastal flooding. It is becoming 
clear that the media plans to lull us into a false sense of 
security about the effects of corporate pollution; 
instead of being merely as warm as toast, we’re likely to 
wind up being scraped into the sink. 


ERITREAN DUMPING GROUND? 

The war between Eritrea and Ethiopia is Africa's longest 
running war. Soon this war will have the dubious 
distinction of being the longest running war of the 20th 
century. As well as the war, the Eritrean people are 
faced by drought, crop failure and locust infestations. 
Both the Eritrean People's Liberation Front (the 
armed faction of the indigenous struggle against 
Ethiopian annexation) and the Ethiopian 
government are guilty of sabotaging food aid to the 
area. And as if this isn't enough to worry about, it 
seems that Eritrea's former European colonizers, the 
Italians, have decided to return. Certain Italian 
companies plan to discharge and bury their nuclear 
waste along the sea coast of Eritrea, with the blessings 
of the Italian government and other powers. The Italian 
government has offered the Ethiopian government 600 
million dollars for the reconstruction of the Eritrean port 
of Massawa, and other coastal projects. These projects 
are intended to facilitate the dumping of the waste. We 
in the western world cannot let governments and 
companies start to dump the waste where it won't affect 
us, we must stop them creating the waste in the first 
place. For more information, contact the Eritrean 
Relief Association - CANADA, P.O. Box 
5027, Stn. A, Toronto, M5W 1N4. 


WATCH 

Just a Small Detail - The Globe and Mail ran a good 
article about U.S. treatment of Haitian refugees 
("Getting tough on refugees, U.S. style" 15-2-88 p.A7), 
pointing out that only two of the refugees who fled 
probable murder at the hands of the state’s thugs have 
been returned to face their fate and that Canada's Bill C- 
84 paves the way for similar treatment of Tamil or Sikh 
refugees here. Of course, the article failed to mention 
the USA's role in instigating the Haitian murders in the 
first place. The murder of over 300 peasants by thugs 
working for the rural landowners should be seen as part 
of a global U.S. policy of concentrating land ownership 
in a few hands. 

Just Doing their Jobs - An English policeman has 
written a book about the routine flouting of normal rules 
of policing and justice in Northern Ireland, accusing 
police death squads of murdering six unarmed Catholics 
("Murky deaths of unarmed Irishmen", Toronto Star 15-2- 
88 p.A8) It's not only the Third World where police make 
their own laws. Recently Toronto's finest screamed blue 
murder when one of their members was disciplined for 
beating a prisoner so badly that permanent injuries 
resulted. At some point they may well decide to take the 
law into their own hands. 


MONEY 

We hate the stuff. But for some reason all sorts of 
capitalist filth are demanding it from us (the post office, 
laserprinters, paper suppliers etc...) so we're running 
into troubles. If you like what you're seeing from 
Ecomedia, consider kicking in a few bucks to help cover 
costs. We don't recieve any funding except for that 
which comes out of our own pockets ... and hopefully 
from all you generous folks who are reading this now. If 
we don't start to get more money, we could run into real 
problems real soon. If we do get more money we may be 
able to increase our circulation and maybe even go 
weekly. Please send donations to "Ecomedia’’ at : P.O. 
Box 915, Station F Toronto Ontario, M4Y 2N9 

PLEASE 
















